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Jackson: Reflections on Reading

REFLECTIONS ON READING

Professor John E. Jackson is the Naval War College’s manager for the
Navy Professional Reading Program.

T

he Navy Professional Reading Program (NPRP) was established by the
Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) in October 2006 to encourage sailors at
all levels to participate in a self-paced program of professional development
based on reading books on topics relevant to Navy professionals. Over 1,200
lending libraries of books were established on ships and stations throughout the
Navy, and the sixty carefully selected books were stocked in Navy Exchanges
worldwide. Feedback from the fleet has indicated a widespread awareness of the
program and broad acceptance of the books that constitute the NPRP. Admiral
Michael Mullen, then CNO, approved the initial sixty titles, and the present
CNO, Admiral Gary Roughead, refined the list in October 2008 with the substitution of five new titles that replaced books deemed of lesser importance. The
revised list of sixty books—designated “NPRP 2.0”—now constitutes the official NPRP library, which can be found at www.navyreading.navy.mil.
Within the NPRP library there are many excellent books of enduring value,
and efforts are made to avoid wholesale changes that would create excessive
turnover within the various collections. To provide structure to the program
and to assist readers in focusing their interest in specific areas, the books are divided by subject matter into six broad categories (Critical Thinking, Joint and
Combined Warfare, Regional and Cultural Awareness, Leadership, Naval and
Military Heritage, and Management and Strategic Planning). While any sailor
can read any book, the list is also stratified by grade level for readers interested in
a suggested path to follow.
In preparation for the program’s fifth anniversary, the entire library is being
reviewed to identify books that might be “retired” to make room for new titles.
Budgetary and shipboard storage constraints drive the need to maintain a steady
state of sixty books per library set. While the NPRP Advisory Group is conducting a thorough review of newly published works and is revisiting the decisions
that produced both the 1.0 and 2.0 lists, the NPRP program manager is also
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seeking input from the Navy population at large. Factors to be considered in recommending books for inclusion in a new list, “NPRP 3.0,” include:

• Is the book of interest and value to a large number of sailors? (Books that
focus narrowly on subject matter that pertains to a small and specialized
portion of the Navy are more appropriate to community-specific venues.)

• Is the book currently in print and available for purchase by the program office and individual sailors?

• Is the book clearly written and factually accurate?
• Does the book avoid advocacy for radical ideas and concepts that are incompatible with the Navy’s core values?
Suggestions for books that should be considered for inclusion in the next revision of the NPRP should be forwarded by e-mail to navyreading@usnwc.edu
or by mail to Navy Professional Reading Program, College of Distance Education, Naval War College, 686 Cushing Road, Newport, Rhode Island, 02841.
Please provide the book title, publication date, publisher’s name, and ISBN
number (if known), and a brief (one-or-two-paragraph) synopsis of the book’s
content and of your opinion on its value to sailors and why it should be incorporated into the NPRP. Please also provide your contact information, in the event
that additional information is needed.
Thanks in advance for helping to improve the Navy Professional Reading
Program. Well-read sailors are effective sailors! Help us prepare our Navy for the
challenging future ahead.

JOHN E. JACKSON
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